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n a house like this, everything

is in service to nature and that

view, and informed by it as well;”

says designer Kimille Taylor

of the Telluride abode she and

architect Steve Morton, who

also happens to be her husband,

recently completed for a couple
who divide their time between Colorado and
Arizona. Together with general contractor Paul
Ricks, Taylor and Morton crafted a residence
that respects its extraordinary setting and
frames mountain vistas from every room. Inside,
spaces are airy yet cozy and cater to the owners’
favorite pastimes: painting, woodworking,
reading and cooking.

“The clients wanted an exciting plan for a
clean, contemporary dwelling with glass walls
that open to the outdoors.” notes Morton. Situated
on the north side of the valley, it made sense to
extend the house wide, like outstretched wings,
to take in southerly views and sunshine. The
resulting shape “felt like it wanted to take flight”
says the architect, who nicknamed the house
“Soaring Eagle” “The home's forms mimic a
large wingspan and a tail section, and the raised
center intersection can be viewed as the head,”
he explains. “The perspective and views afforded
by the site feel like soaring above the ground
below.” Without knowing it, he tapped into a spirit
already captured in the couple’s art collection.
Serendipitously, hanging in their Arizona home
was a large Rebecca Kinkead painting of a soaring
bald eagle. “Needless to say, it's been relocated to
Telluride,” adds Morton.

“The house has low-slung, horizontal lines—

it's bold in its simplicity,” the architect continues.

“I tend to pare down ornamentation and create
something more poetic and understated.” Morton
is also driven by “a responsibility to respect
nature,” and wrapped the home in silvery-hued
stone and cedar siding. Adding integrated
planters around the structure offered additional
thermal benefits, and tufted-grass plantings
visually nestle the dwelling into the land. “It
treads lightly, and it has a quiet strength,” he

Morton worked closely with Taylor to select
exterior materials that could continue inside
for a cohesive feel. “The result is a soft, warm
materiality,” he notes.

“These clients didn't want to be limited by
anything cliché” says Taylor, who divides her
practice between Manhattan and Telluride.

“You see a lot of the same things in the mountain
decorating world, so we wanted something fresh.”
For an element of fun, she found a living room
coffee table composed of a glass top that rests on
cedar “boulders” some of which are movable. “It
brings a bit of wit to the space;” she says. Organic
forms also inspired the table Taylor created for
the dining room. “It’s sculptural and breaks up
the rectilinear forms of that main living area.” the
designer explains.

More uncommon pieces were discovered during
marathon shopping trips in Manhattan. “They'd
come to New York, and I'd take them out from
9 a.m. to & p.m. We spent many days like that,
and it was such fun;” says Taylor. As a result, the
home contains pieces from Liaigre and Apparatus
mixed with unique finds from local shops. All
these pieces exist against a varied palette. “There
are probably 15 different colors present—shades
of blue, gray, stone, cream, parchment, camel,
brown, taupe and a little maroon;” notes the
designer. “This complexity is what makes it
successful, along with a lot of textural layering”

To fulfill the couple’s wish list, Taylor and
Morton created two primary suites flanking the
public areas (one for the clients and one for his
daughter) and additional guest rooms downstairs.
They also designed an art studio and a woodshop,
as well as a library loft. But it's the kitchen that
anchors the house. “It had to work,” stresses
Taylor. “They love to cook, bake and entertain,
so we took a long time perfecting the space’s
functionality.” An exposed stone wall not only
creates continuity with the exterior, but also
imbues the space with a sense of age—the kind
the designer says you find in old ltalian dwellings.

“Everything adds up to their overall quality of
life here” Taylor observes. And when the glass
doors open to the fresh air and sunshine—even

-
ol Tee A

- |'\v...l"q.|-'\-|'\-."‘)£’ .. . e
b e S i e i Wyl
R e I

il A T T

says. Because the clients wanted “an edited style,” in winter—the house truly does seem to soar. I8
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A sCulpiural quality defines the enineway of this Telluride home by archibect Seve Morton and designes
Elmilie Taylor The rug s from FJ Hakimlan and the pholograph by Adam Katsen s “one of my favoriie
pleces in the nowse,” says Taylon The spiral stalrcase leads o tha library lofl
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The dining area centers the great
rocam. The chandeller abowve the
custom table Is by Apparalus. The
uphaisterad dining chalrs are by
Llalgre and the metal Hamond
chalr designed by Harry Bertola IS
from Knodl Abowve the firsplace IS
a palnting by Ed Moses, found at
the Telluride Gallery of Fine Art
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Above: “The maln slalirsell's cantiievered ook reads ane accente Fwertical brass
wking that acts as a guardrall while bringing in pattern and Interest” says Morton.

Opposite; Tayior and Morton worked with Henrybullt (o cran a walnul Kiichen thal palrs

Ccomioriaby with the stona ik carrlad in from the axterior. "It was Imporiant that we acd

lexture 1o ghve he homd n=e of age and place” explains Tayko 5
by Mculre and the owners brought the small cabinet by James Erency 1o the project




In 3 sacondary main sulte for the

homeowner's daughles, Taylod
palred an RH bed with a CE2 chal
and a neg from Azadl Fine Rugs
Lighting péeces inchede the Grela
Magnusson Grossman-deskgnad
foor lamp from Design Withn
Reach and a celling fxture by
Hrookiyn design sudko Workslead
Taylod found the dosmhill sk prints
at Sage House Designs
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Aboye: The bathwmoom adjning the homeoswness’ Dedrooim e 15 deskigned
for warming. post-skl soaks. The chalr s from Gesiall In Hudson, Mew York.

Opposiie: A bubbie-Bke chandeller Dy Apparabss draws eyes upward In the main
bathroom. The freesianding tub 5 oy Kohler and the shower Aitings are by Wola.
The vimage rug mom Aradl Fine Fugs brings texture underrool
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Interior Design: Kristen Thomas and Heather Hill, Studlio Thomas Home Builder: Jon Ingalls, 5280 Contracting
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